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Read It  Or  See It?

Listen: 

Over the past one hundred years of film ______________________,

there have only been a handful of movies

 that have ______________ed the ambition

of turning the great book into a great movie.

Literary critics as well as movie _______________  applaud both versions 

of "One Flew over the Cuckoo's Nest".

The classic children's story, "The Wizard of Oz",...

was ____________________  into a classic movie musical 

that parents and children still _______________  today.

Lovers of the historical novel, "Gone with the Wind",

continue to be swept away by the movie _____________ 

starring Clark Gable and Vivien Leigh.

Science fiction readers as well as movie critics both ________

Stanley Kubrick's film, "2001: A Space Odyssey",

which was co-written by Kubrick with the novel's author Arthur C. Clarke, 

as a ___________________________.

production    enjoy      critics

masterpiece   adaptation   transformed

fullfill    hail

http://www.englishcentral.com/video/11098/read-it-or-see-it


The Purpose Of Getting Good Grades In School

Listen: 

Well, I think that the __________________ 

of going to school is to get good grades.

So then, you can go on to high school   where the purpose is to study hard,

so then you can get good ______________   and go on to college.

And the purpose of going to college 

is so you can get good grades

so you can go on to _________________ school.

And the purpose of that is  to work hard and get good grades.

so we can get a job and be ___________________ful

so that we can get married and have kids 

so we can send them to ________________school   to get good grades.

So, they can go to high school to get good grades,

so they can go to ________________ and work hard.

“Good grief!”

grammar       purpose     graduate

college         success        grades

http://www.englishcentral.com/video/15263/the-purpose-of-getting-good-grades-in-school


Most Balloons Blown Up By The Nose

Listen: 

My name is Andrew Dahl.

I'm from the United States.

I _________________ that I could ______________ a balloon 

with my ____________ when I was seven years old.

I was sitting in the back of my car...

one day and I was really _______________ and

 I decided that I'd try something new.

I decided that I'd go for the world record because I

showed a _______________ of my friends there and they,

 no one else that I knew, could do it.

So, I decided that 

My goal is to try to break the record once a year until I can't _______ it anymore.

 

bunch            blow          bored

nose         discovered        beat

http://www.englishcentral.com/video/11459/guinness-world-records%3A-most-balloons-blown-up-by-nose


Can I Be Your Friend?

Listen: 

Hi, guys, can I be your friend? 
Can I write on your ____________? 
No. 
Will you be my friend? 
Hmm? 
But I write on all my friends' walls. 
I think I would have to know you before I was your friend. 
All my friends have got like 180 ____________________. 
I've only got two. 
Yeah? 
Would it ____________ if maybe you'd look through my photos? 
And that one is with two really _____________ girls. 
That's my ex. 
I was in a relationship with her but I've changed my _______________ now. 
What's your ______________________ status? 
Single. 
Okay, cool. I like that. 

status         friends          help

wall         relationship        pretty

http://www.englishcentral.com/video/13413/can-i-be-your-friend


Gates: Restoring Family Traditions

Listen: 

The _________________ part of the story of my life is my own family. 

We came out here, rented places and enjoyed the beach and enjoyed the 

swimming. The really remarkable coincidence is that when I married Mary 

Maxwell, her family had a long tradition of a __________ summer stay at Hood 

Canal, including stays here at Alderbrook where we're sitting today. 

We'd swim, play tennis. It was a special thing and now you know, I've got a place

where my dad, my sisters and all of dad's grandchildren come out here quite a 

bit.  So, we're continuing a _____________ of time at Hood Canal.  The Cheerio 

thing was actually just a parallel and an added Hood Canal _______________. 

When we got together with family, friends and children that came out here for a 

two weeks stay. Now, the Cheerio was a group of ten families and so, for a 

couple of weeks, we'd just be with those other kids and a lot of activities, sports 

activities, dinners at the other people's house, campfires with skits and singing. 

So, I have great ________________ of growing up here and you know, coming 

back to the same place year after year, there's a certain predictability and 

____________in doing that.   Almost every year, I've been out here and I'll keep 

doing it. 

memories    significant      experience

tradition         regular         comfort

http://www.englishcentral.com/video/16096/gates%3A-restoring-family-traditions


Differences Between British and American Words

Listen: 

Hey! Nice pants!      Excuse me? 

I said nice pants.  You can't see my pants, can you? 

Of course I can.     How can you see my pants? 

They're on your legs!     You haven't been to America recently, have you? 

Well, I have actually.  I've just got back from LA. That's Los Angeles, by the way. 

I know.  Yeah, I ________  ____ some of the American words and now I forget 

which ones to use!  So confusing! 

Well, we call these ________________ in Britain.        Of course we do. 

You know, there are so many things though,it's like a completely different 

language sometimes.     Really?      Yeah! 

Would you like a crisp?     Crisps? In the States, they're ____________! 

Oh. So, if I want to order our chips in America, what do I ask for?    French fries! 

I see.  And you know what that is, don't you?    A fizzy drink.      That's a ______! 

You know the ___________ over there?   Yeah?      That's an elevator. 

Oh, really?    You know, in the States, you don't go to watch a film. 

You watch a movie!     Exactly! And you don't walk on the ________________. 

You walk on the sidewalk!    You got it! 

I've watched a lot of films. Oops, movies. 

trousers           picked up         pavement

lift                   chips               soda

http://www.englishcentral.com/video/15853/differences-between-british-and-american-words


The Story Of Stuff

Listen: 
Do you have one of these? I got a little obsessed with mine. 
In fact, I got a little obsessed  with all my stuff. 
Have you ever wondered where all this stuff we buy comes from and where it 
goes when we throw it out?  I couldn't stop wondering about that so I looked it 
up.  And what the textbook said, is that stuff moves through a system from 
extraction to production, to distribution, to ________________, to disposal. 
Altogether it's called the materials __________________. 

For one thing, this system looks like it's fine, no problem.  But the truth is it's a 
system in crisis.  And the reason it's a system in crisis, is it's a linear system and 
we live on a finite planet, and you cannot run a linear ____________ on a finite 
planet indefinitely.  Every step along the way, this system is interacting with the 
real world in real life it's not happening on a blank white page.  It's interacting 
with societies, cultures, economies, the ________________, and all along the 
way it's bumping up against limits, limits we don't see here because the diagram 
is incomplete. 

Well, one of the most important things it's missing is people.  Yes, people. People
live and work all along this system.  And some people in this system matter a 
little more than others, some have a little more say. Who are they? 

Well, let's start with the _____________.  Now my friends tell me I should use a 
tank to symbolize the government and that's true in many countries and 
increasingly in our own. After all, more than 50% of our federal _______ money 
is now going to the military. 

tax          government         system

environment     consumption      economy

http://www.englishcentral.com/video/11811/the-story-of-stuff


Google Goes Gaga: “Bullying Stays With You”

Listen: 

You said that in school, a lot of people bullied you and didn't like you. 

Now that you're _______________, have any of them tried to, quote unquote, 

"apologize" and become friends?  If so, what did you say to them? 

I wouldn't say "apologize"; there's been a lot of concert ticket _____________! 

And I think one of the most _____________things that anyone ever said to me 

was, "Well, my my. How the tables have turned."  But to be __________, I don't 

have that kind of ______________ spirit in myself.  And I never did.

It was just more that, and I say this with so much genuineness from my heart, is 

that bullying really stays with you your whole life.  And it really, really never goes 

away, and I know you're using words like "__________" and "most Googled" and

"billions of Youtube videos" but, I was never the winner; I was always the loser. 

And that still stays with me.  And do I wanna stick it to anybody? No. 

I just wanna make music. 

superstar          requests         vengeful

famous        honest        awkward

http://www.englishcentral.com/video/11778/google-goes-gaga%3A-%22bullying-stays-with-you


Wishing Won’t Help

Listen: 
I have no arms and no legs, but I'm very thankful that I have my little chicken 
drumstick here.  People _______________ when they see me for the first time. 
It's so cool! 

I was at a waterslide all by myself.  Everyone _____________ at the 
_____________ of the slide is looking up, waiting for other people to come down 
and here I come, and they're freaking out.  They're like, you know, like this.  And I
was so tempted to look at myself and go, "What happened?" 

There were times when I sort of looked at my life and thinking, "Well, I can't do 
this," and "I can't do that".  And you keep on _______________ on the things 
that you wish you had or the things that you wish you didn't have.  And you sort 
of forget what you do have. 

And there's no point, I believe, in my life, where I wish I had arms and legs, I wish
I had arms and legs, I wish I had arms and legs, because wishing won't help. 
But what I've seen in life are just a couple of key ________________.  And the 
first thing that I've seen is to be thankful.  It's hard to be thankful, man. 

I tell you, when I was 8 years old, I sort of ____________ my life and thought I'm 
never gonna get married, you know, I'm not gonna have a job, I'm not gonna 
have a life of purpose.  What kind of a husband am I gonna be if I can't even hold
my wife's hand?  It's a lie to think that you're not good enough.  It's a lie to think 
that you're not worth anything. 

summed up         principles     concentrating

obviously          bottom          freak out 

http://www.englishcentral.com/video/11376/wishing-won%27t-help


Joseph Robertson:  A German In The Woods

Listen: 
I hid behind a big tree that was ___________________ or fallen. 

And I could see these Germans in the woods across this big ___________. 

And I saw this young kid crawling up a ditch straight towards my tree. 

So, I let him _______________. I didn't fire at him. 

But when he got up within three or four foot of me,... 

I screamed at him to surrender. 

And instead of __________________, he started to pull his _______ towards me

which was instant death for him. 

But this young man, he was blonde, blue eyes, fair-skinned, so handsome. 

He was like a little angel but I still had to shoot him. 

And it didn't bother me the first night because I went to sleep and I was so tired. 

But the second night, I woke up crying because that kid was dead. 

And to this day, I wake up many nights crying. 

I still see him in my ___________________. 

And I don't know how to get him off my mind. 

gun              crawl               field

knocked down      dreams      surrendering

http://www.englishcentral.com/video/15170/joseph-robertson%3A-a-german-in-the-woods


Video Game Addictions:  Angry Birds

Listen: 

Some games are too _________________ to put down.  Welcome to 

WatchMojo.com and today, we'll be taking a look at 2009's _______________ 

comedic puzzle game, "Angry Birds", which _______________ for the iPod 

Touch. 

Created by Finland-based developer, Rovio Mobile, this offbeat adventure 

quickly became the most popular gaming pastime for the mobile ___________ 

and even spread to the home consoles.  As the game opens, players take control

of a flock of birds that are extremely protective of their eggs. 

Unfortunately, a group of evil pigs have stolen their precious offspring. 

Pursuing their stolen property, they discover that the pigs have sheltered 

themselves within countless structures.  These have been made from various 

materials, including wood, glass, and stone. Responding with extreme prejudice, 

the flock sets up a slingshot, and begins flinging themselves at the pigs, and the 

structures in order to exact _______________ against their mortal enemies. 

Directing the angle of your shots, players must successfully take down the pigs in

the countless levels without running out of a predetermined amount of feathery 

ammo.  The more _____________ you cause while using less shots, will raise 

your total score. The amount of thought and skill required increases as well, due 

to the fact that you are able to fling several different types of birds. 

bizarre        destruction          devices 

debuted         addictive         revenge  

http://www.englishcentral.com/video/11432/video-game-addictions%3A-angry-birds


A Fake Apple Store Makes Big Business

Listen: 

Some people love Apple a lot in the US or UK, even in China, the tech firm's 

fastest growing market.  And it's not just people who love Apple, shops do too. 

And this shop loves Apple so much, it really, really wants to be an Apple store. 

Inside, it looks like one of those _______________ mansions of must-have 

gadgetry. Looks though are ____________________. 

Even though the items for sale seem to be the real deal, this shop and another 

just a few streets away are more than a little iffy.  A keen - eyed American living 

here in Kunming realized Apple have no official stores in the city; news it seems, 

to employees.  We only sell real Apple products. 

If you ask me if this store is authorized by Apple, I don't know.  You'd need to ask

the boss.  ______________ are big business.  And _______________ Apple 

goods are a big problem for the firm and the intellectual ___________________ 

police in China.  Counterfeit shops though, seems to be a new challenge. 

A challenge that could be fueled by disloyal or just _____________shoppers.  As

long as their products are real, it's okay.  After all when you enter the store, 

you're looking at their products and not anything else. I wouldn't shop there. 

It's a violation of property rights and probably just cosmetically similar. 

property           deceiving         manicured

counterfeit        gadgets      confused

http://www.englishcentral.com/video/14319/a-fake-apple-store-makes-big-business


Martin Luther King Jr. : I Have A Dream

Listen: 

Let us not _______________ in the valley of ___________, I say to you today, 
my friends. So even though we face the difficulties of today and tomorrow, I still 
have a dream. 

It is a dream deeply _________ in the American dream.  I have a dream that one
day this nation will rise up and live out the true meaning of its ______________. 
We __________ these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal. 

I have a dream that one day on the red hills of Georgia, the sons of former slaves
and the sons of former slave owners will be able to sit down together at the table 
of brotherhood. 

I have a dream that one day even the state of Mississippi, a state sweltering with 
the heat of injustice, sweltering with the heat of oppression, will be transformed 
into an _____________ of freedom and justice. 

I have a dream. that my four little children. will one day live in a nation where they
will not be judged by the color of their skin but by the content of their character, I 
have a dream today! 

wallow            oasis            rooted

creed            despair           hold 

http://www.englishcentral.com/video/10136/i-have-a-dream


Climbing Mt. Everest

Listen: 

May 29, 1953.  Today is the most important day of my life. 

I finally climbed Mount Everest, the tallest mountain in the world. 

The top of the mountain was ___________.  It felt like we were close to heaven. 

The snow was so thick that my _____________ sank.  The air was silent. 

I looked at the beauty that surrounded me.   

Maybe my story will be a legend someday. 

I want people to remember this forever.  I was the senior explorer in my group 

and I knew we needed proof  of our climb.  I took many pictures with my camera. 

I'll put them in a frame and hang them.  On the mountain, the air was very cold. 

I wrapped my coat around my body.  I looked over the side of the mountaintop. 

From that angle, I saw the border of the _____________ touch the rocks below. 

The snow was thick. It looked pure.  There was no sign of _____________ life. 

Thousands of years ago, my _________________ saw the world this way. 

After 15 minutes, I knew it was time to proceed down the mountain. 

The whole team congratulated us.  My superior, John Hunt, praised us all. 

I sent messages to my ___________________ to tell them that I was safe. 

But it was hard to leave the mountain so quickly.  I wanted to enjoy the incredible

sight even longer. 

modern           clouds            ancestors

relatives           boots            amazing 

http://www.englishcentral.com/video/10750/climbing-mt-everest
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